Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 113 K; mean (C-C) = 0.003 Å; R factor = 0.038; wR factor = 0.087; data-to-parameter ratio = 17.4.
In the cation of the title compound, C 23 H 25 N 4 O + ÁPF 6 À , the imidazolium ring make dihedral angles of 87.20 (6) and 79.89 (5) with the pyridine ring and the quinoline system, respectively. In the crystal, C-HÁ Á ÁF and C-HÁ Á ÁN hydrogen bonds are observed. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). 
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D-HÁ Á ÁA D -H HÁ Á ÁA D Á Á ÁA D -HÁ Á ÁA C4-H4Á Á ÁN4 i 0.i) Àx þ 1; Ày þ 1; Àz þ 1; (ii) Àx þ 2; Ày þ 1; Àz þ 1; (iii) x; y þ 1; z þ 1.i) 1 -x,1 -y,1 -z; (ii) 2 -x,1 -y,1 -z; (iii) x,1 + y,1 + z].
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